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technical schools to an equality with county secondary and grammar
schools. The Minister of Health is advised in the central admini-
stration of the national health service by a Central Council upon
such general matters relating to that service or any services provided
by the local health authorities as the Council thinks fit and upon any
questions which he may refer to them.
The National Insurance Advisory Committee advises upon
questions referred to it by the Minister in relation to his functions
under the National Insurance Act, 1946, and also has certain
duties given to it by that Act; in particular the Minister must sub-
mit to the Committee the draft of any regulations which he pro-
poses to make under the Act before their submission to Parliament.
The Committee after due advertisement must consider any objection
made to the draft and report on the draft to the Minister who is
required when laying the regulations before Parliament in whatever
form he then decides to make them, also to submit the report of
the Advisory Committee and the reason (if that be the case) why
he has not givfen effect to the report of "the Committee. Thus are
secured the independent views of a representative committee whose
advice the Minister will not lightly reject and, if he does not accept
it, the Minister must inform Parliament of the reason.
Consultative bodies influence fundamental reforms, as well as serve
as a source of expert knowledge on technical matters. Research and
the collection of information are important functions for which de-
partments need the assistance of outside organisations. As yet it is
only tentatively that the device has been applied to the field of private
law, but the Law Revision Committee,1 first appointed by the Lord
Chancellor in 1934 and re-constituted in 1952, after a thirteen-year
interval, as the Law Reform Committee, the committee on the law
of defamation (1939) and the several post-war committees on pro-
cedure and specific topics of substantive law mark a beginning of
what may become a systematic advisory service to secure a con-
tinuous watch on anomalies in the field of the civil law and its
administration. There is, however, urgent need for reconsideration
of some branches of the criminal law, e.g. the complex law of larceny.
This is an appropriate field for the Home Secretary rather than the
Lord Chancellor.
1 P. 248, post.